It seems right that the following remarks, contained in a letter from Dr. Gillespie to Dr. Hutchinson, should accompany this paper. The propriety of adducing them here appears, indeed, to be so obvious, that we have not thought it necessary to delay the insertion of the paper whilst we consulted Dr. Gillespie respecting his intentions in regard to the publication of them.---Edit.

\"Retired for several years from practice, uninfluenced by any hope of acquiring fame or fortune from novel or popular opinions, and free from any dread of being regarded as a heretic in medicinal doctrines, I have beheld, for some years past, with much interest, the various publications and discussions which have taken place relative to the specific nature of syphilis, and the use and abuse of mercury in that disease.

\"This induces me to address to you, herewith, a literal extract from my journal of diseases, observed at the naval hospital of Fort Royal, Martinique, in the year 1798, written by me there in 1799.

\"Attentive as I have since been to the subject of this important investigation, I have not seen or read any thing which does not tend to confirm me in the opinions which I have advanced in the above-mentioned extract, and which the experience and writings of so many practitioners seem of late to strengthen.

\"After a lapse of more than twenty years since the journal mentioned was written, I may hope that, in offering you this extract for publication in your esteemed Journal, you, as well as the public at large, will absolve me from the imputation of precipitancy in obtruding a doctrine, which, though looked on at present as an innovation in medicine, has, perhaps, had at all times supporters; as may be traced by consulting the immense number of authors who have treated of this disease, from Moses to our own times; and that you will believe, the duty incumbent upon every man to endeavour to alleviate the sufferings of his fellow-creatures, is the sole inducement which influences me in requesting you to give this paper a place in your Journal.\"
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